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	Unit 1: From the origins to the End of the Middle Ages
· Historical Background (Celtics and Romans)
· Social and Cultural background
· Literary Background (King Arthur)
· Beowulf, Beowulf’s funeral
Geoffrey Chaucer   The Canterbury Tales: A timeless masterpiece, the Universal Journey of mankind; Chaucer’s legacy.
           
· The General Prologue
· The Prioress
· The Merchant
· The Wife of Bath
· The Knight
· The Poor Parson
· The Monk

John Ball, All men were created equal


THE RENAISSANCE AND THE AGE OF SHAKESPEARE
Historical and social Background
· The Tudors
· Elizabeth I
· Bloody Mary
· The Stuart Dynasty
· Guy Fawkes
· Puritan Commonwealth

Social and cultural background
· Humanism and the Renaissance
· Discovery of a new world
· Power through portraits

Literary background
· The Sonnets
· The Golden Age of drama
· Elizabethan Playwrights

Christopher Marlowe    Doctor Faustus: a morality play, a ‘self-made’ man.
· Faustus’s last monologue


	William Shakespeare    The ‘Fair Youth’, the ‘Dark Lady’ and time, themes, style.
· Sonnet XVIII, Shall I compare thee
· Sonnet CXXX, My mistress’ eyes

Shakespeare the dramatist
· Romeo and Juliet
· A pair of star-crossed lovers
· The balcony scene
· 
· Hamlet
· Hamlet’s melancholy
· To be or not to be
· The Tempest
· Plot, main themes, main characters

· Macbeth
· After Duncan’s murder
· The dagger scene
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