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Contents 

From the Puritan Age to the Augustan Age
Historical and Social Background:
· Charles I and the Civil War
· Oliver Cromwell and the Commonwealth
· The development of human rights and the restoration of the monarchy
· George I and the House of Hannover
· The birth of political parties

Literature:
SHAPING THE ENGLISH CHARACTER
· A new reading public
· British newspapers
·  Novels

Daniel Defoe and the rise of the realistic novel
Life and works
Robinson Crusoe
· Robinson wants to live England
· Robinson’s first day on the island

Jonathan Swift and the satirical novel
Life and works
Gulliver’s Travels
· The Academy of Lagado
A Modest Proposal
· Infant Flesh

The Romantic Age
Historical and Social Background:
· The America War of Independence
· The French Revolution
· The Industrial Revolution
· The Agragrian Revoution


Literature:
William Blake and the victims of industrialization
Life and works
· The Chimney Sweeper (Songs of Innocence)
· The Chimney Sweeper (Songs of Experience)

· The Gothic novel (general features)
Mary Shelley and the new interest in science
Life and works
Frankenstein 
· A spark of being into a lifeless thing

· The Novel of Manners
  Jane Austen and the marriage market
 Life and works
 Pride and Prejudice
· It’s a truth universally acknowledged 
· Mr Darcy’s proposal


The Romantic spirit
· Emotions vs Reason
· A new sensibility
· The poets of nature
· Edmund Burke and the concept of the Sublime



William Wordsworth and Nature
Life and works
The Lyrical Ballads
· A Certain Colouring of Imagination 
· Daffodils
· My Heart leaps up

Samuel Taylor Coleridge and the Supernatural
Life and works
The Lyrical Ballads
· The Rime of the Ancient Mariner:
· The killing of the Albatross
· A sadder and wiser man
     
      John Keats and the Eternal Beauty
      Life and works
· Ode on a Grecian Urn


Durante le vacanze estive gli alunni dovranno leggere il testo “ The Picture of Dorian Gray” di Oscar Wilde (versione integrale)




L’insegnante                                                                                            Gli alunni

